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REMARKS 

This is in response to the Office Action mailed on May 17, 2004, and the references cited 
therewith. 

No claims are amended, no claims are canceled, and no claims are added; as a result, 
claims 43-71 are now pending in this application. 

Double Patenting Rejection 

Claims 43-71 were rejected under the judicially created doctrine of double patenting over 
claims 1-43 of U.S. Patent No. 6,628,142. Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection. 

The outstanding Office Action states that the conflicting claims contain similar elements, 
specifically an input node coupled to a buffer that is controlled by an inhibit signal. Applicant 
respectfully submits that the essential elements of the present application are not the same as the 
essential elements of U.S. Patent No. 6,628,142, and that the operation of the two devices is 
different, and results in different outcomes. 

Independent claim 43 recites an input node connected to a pass transistor. The pass 
transistor is controlled by an inhibit signal to either interrupt or pass an input signal from the 
input node to an input signal node. The input signal node is either at the potential of the input 
signal, or if the pass transistor interrupts the input signal, then the input signal node biased to a 
predetermined voltage by bias circuit which switches on whenever the inhibit signal causes the 
pass transistor to interrupt the input signal. The inhibit signal is provided by control circuitry. 



